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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NARBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 4 NOVEMBER 2019 IN THE CHURCH CENTRE BEGINNING AT 7.30pm
Present:



Mr J Collins 


Chairman



Ms J Bentley

Councillor



Mrs S Cox


Councillor



Mr S Davey


Councillor


Mr P Wilkinson

Councillor & Breckland Councillor

Also In Attendance:



Three Members of the Public



Mr D Burchell

Clerk to The Council

1. Apologies.  Apologies were received from Councillor D Williams and Norfolk County Councillor E Colman.

2. Minutes of Meeting Held on 7 October 2019.  It was proposed by Councillor Wilkinson, seconded by Councillor Davey and unanimously resolved to approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 7 October 2019 which were signed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting.

3. Declarations of Other Registrable Interests.  Councillor Wilkinson declared Other Registrable Interests in Items 12a to 12g under the Breckland Code of Conduct. 

Standing Orders were Suspended at 7.33pm
4. Public Participation

County Council:


Support for Early Years Groups – grants of up to £2,500 available through 
Norfolk Early Childhood Community Fund to get the County’s babies and 
pre-schoolers off to the best possible start.


Ofsted Feedback –Ofsted praised Norfolk’s handing of safeguarding calls 
and referrals.


District Council:


Breckland Local Plan released and to be signed off on 28 November 
2019.


Match Funding through Norfolk Foundation Fund will be made available 
later this month. 


Members of the Public:


Still concerns regarding hedge at 28 Meadow Close – Clerk explained that 
follow up letter has been sent requesting that hedge be trimmed back 
further.


Concern was expressed that matter of a request to reduce the Buffer 
Zone in Skippers Meadow has still not been resolved.


Pleasure was expressed at outcome of S106 bids.

Standing Orders Reinstated at 7.41pm
5. Chairman’s Announcements.  There were no Chairman’s announcements.

6. Churchyard Trees.  It was noted that we are still waiting for a faculty to be granted by the Diocese of Norwich to enable the Clerk to authorise commencement of work. 

7. Senior Citizens Lunch.  After a brief discussion the list of attendees for the Senior Citizen’s Christmas Lunch at RAF Marham was finalised.

8. Churchyard Maintenance Contract:

a. It was noted that there is a significant reduction in the quotation for the 3 year contract proposed by CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd for the maintenance of the churchyards at All Saints Church compared to that of the last three years.

b. It was proposed by Councillor Davey, seconded by Councillor Wilkinson and unanimously resolved to accept the quotations of £1,417.50 ex VAT and £1,237.95 ex VAT from CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd for the maintenance of the Closed and Extended Churchyards respectively at All Saints Church for the period 2020 to 2023.

9. Public Lighting Maintenance Contract:

a. It was noted that there is an increase in the proposed cost of a 3 year contract for the maintenance of the public lighting and that is due mainly to the increased cost of spare parts for the 14 SOX lamps owned by the Council.

b. It was noted that the cost of maintaining a SOX unit is £24.60 per annum more expensive than the cost of maintaining a LED unit and it was agreed to continue  the policy to replace SOX units with LED units on an opportunity basis.  

c. It was proposed by Councillor Bentley, seconded by Councillor Davey and unanimously resolved to accept the quotation of £651.94 ex VAT per annum from Westcotec Ltd for the maintenance of the public lighting for the period 2020 to 2023.

10. Meeting Dates.  It was agreed that in 2020 the Council will continue to meet on the first Monday of the month except for:

a. January when the meeting will be held on Wednesday 8 January and,

b. May when the meeting will be held on Wednesday 6 May.  

11. S106.  It was noted that:

a. Although the S106 money has been released no payment has yet been received.

b. Breckland Council has announced that project match funding may be available through the Norfolk Foundation Fund.

c. The Narborough Community Centre Management Committee has resolved to contribute up to £500 each to both the Football Club resurfacing scheme and the Sport & Play For All zip wire scheme.
12. Planning Applications:

a. 3PL/2017/0768/F – Willow Bank, Main Road – Erection of 3 terraced houses – Undecided.

b. 3PL/2017/0997/Var – Persimmon Homes - variation on conditions C7, C9 and C14 on pp 3PL/2012/1093/O – Undecided.

c. 3PL/2017/1001/Var – Persimmon Homes – variation on conditions C7, C9, C13 and C15 on pp 3PL/2015/0928/F – Undecided.

d. 3PL/2019/0217/F – Ash Tree Barns – use for corporate events and wedding receptions – Permission granted.

e. 3PL/2019/0312/F – Land adjacent to Cabin, Swaffham Road – erection of dwelling – undecided.

f. 3PL/2019/0904/Var – Persimmon Homes – variation on condition No 4 on 3PL/2015/0926/D to reduce buffer zone on rear of boundary of 22 Sandy Road – Undecided.

g. 3PL/2019/0831/F – Land off Meadow Road – use of plot for travelling show people to provide storage, touring caravan parking, standing mobile home, and erection of general purpose storage building – Undecided.

h. Correspondence.  There was no correspondence to be brought before the Council.

13. Reports:

a. Swaffham SNAP.  Priority given to ongoing antisocial behaviour in Swaffham.

b. Parish Paths Seminar.  Held on Monday 28 October and covered many aspects of Parish Paths but Clerk found most informative to be session on Permissive Paths and volunteer opportunities.

14. Finance.  The following invoices were unanimously approved for payment:

a. D J Burchell – Clerk’s salary for October - £288.60

b. HMRC – PAYE for October - £72.00

c. CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd – Mow churchyards - £174.00
15. Village Matters:

a. Defibrillator.   Councillor Bentley asked if any progress is being made towards the purchase of a community defibrillator.  The Clerk advised that we still need to find a location with an electricity outlet before we can consider a purchase but, that he is hopeful that he may have found a possible location.  Councillor Wilkinson provided details of a company that will supply the equipment at reasonable cost.

b. Village Walkabout.  Councillor Collins asked if arrangements have been made for the Village Walkabout.  The Clerk advised that he is waiting to hear from our Highways Officer.

c. Hedges and Fences. Councillor Collins asked if there is a maximum height for hedges and fences bordering the highway – Councillor Wilkinson advised that he believes the maximum height is 4ft. 

d. Councillor Wilkinson.  Advised that the new Denny’s Walk location sign is in place and that the replacement Swaffham Road sign is on order.  He asked when the grit bin outside the shop will be filled and the Clerk advised he would endeavour to hasten the process.  It was noted that the hedge bordering Narborough Hall has not been trimmed back; the Clerk will take hastening action.
e. Remembrance Sunday.  The Clerk reminded Councillors that the Remembrance Sunday service will take place at All Saints Church beginning at 10.50am on Sunday 10 November; Councillor Collins will be laying a wreath on behalf of the residents of Narborough.  The Clerk advised that a further ceremony will take place on Monday 11 November at 10.50am at the Aerodrome Memorial when Councillor Collins will lay a wreath on behalf of the residents  of Narborough to the memory of those who served at Narborough Aerodrome. 

f. Seventy Fifth Anniversary of the End of the Second World War.  The Clerk advised he has been approached by Mrs Sarah Greeno to ask if the Council would be willing in cooperation with the Social Club and the Community Centre to arrange a community event to commemorate the Seventy Fifth Anniversary end of WW2 on the 8 May 2020.  It was noted that funding of up to £500.00 be available from Breckland Council.  The Clerk will advise Mrs Greeno that the council is willing to be involved in any activity arranged to celebrate the anniversary.
g. Eastbound Bus Shelter.  It was noted that the eastbound bus shelter’s guttering and downpipe has been vandalised.  The Clerk is waiting for an estimate for either repair or replacement whichever is considered appropriate. 
16. Next Meeting. It was noted that the next meeting is on Monday 2 December.  Items for the agenda will include:

a. Approval of Budget for 2020/21.

b. Setting of Precept for 2020/21.

c. Defibrillator.

d. S106.

e. Churchyard trees.

The Meeting Closed at 8.32pm 
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