MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NARBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 1 APRIL 2019 IN THE CHURCH CENTRE BEGINNING AT 7.40pm
Present:


Mr P Wilkinson

Chairman & Breckland Councillor


Mr J Collins


Vice-Chairman


Mrs S Cox


Councillor


Mrs R Green


Councillor


Mr M King


Councillor

Also in Attendance:


Mr E Colman

Norfolk County Councillor


Eleven Members of the Public


Mr D Burchell

Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies.  Apologies for absence were received from Councillor S Davey and Councillor D Williams.

2. Minutes of Meeting held on 4 March 2019.  The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 4 March 2019 were unanimously approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting.

3. Minutes of Extraordinary Meeting Held on 20 March 2019.  The Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on Wednesday 20 March 2019 were unanimously approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting.

4. Declarations of Other Registrable Interests.  Councillor Wilkinson declared Other Registrable Interests in Items 9a to 9e.

Standing Orders Suspended at 7.48pm
5. Public Participation:

a. Members of the Public:



An enquiry was made as to what the Council think might be the 


impact of the proposed silicon sand quarry at Shouldham Warren.  


The Chairman advised that, at present, no significant impact was 


expected but that the Council should be consulted regarding the 


route hierarchy for the site if this results in HGV traffic being routed 


through the village.



A member of the public asked if anything can be done to lessen the 

noise impact of the F35 Lightning 2 now operating from RAF 



Marham.  The Clerk explained that at present the base is still 


operating from the short north/south runway – once work on the 


main east/west runway is complete traffic patterns should once 


again be routed clear of the village.

b. County Councillor:



More than £350,000 is still available for rural businesses, farmers 


and community groups to apply for the European LEADER grant 


funding programme.



A new chief Fire Officer has been appointed for the county.



£440,000 funding has been announced for the innovative 



technology network across Norfolk and Suffolk.



The Great Big Read at Norfolk libraries will run from 18 March to 23 

April and is designed to encourage readers to rediscover their love 


of libraries.

c. District Councillor:



Community Reserve is enabling Breckland to invest £1.4m in 


2019/20 in projects which directly support communities across the 


district.



£250k was allocated to the Market Town Initiative in 2018/19.



The Breckland Lottery is projected to raise £40,000 for good 



causes in its first year. 

Standing Orders reinstated at 7.59pm
6. Chairman’s Announcements.  The Chairman noted that persons unknown had carried out repairs to the eastbound bus shelter and asked that if anyone knew who had supported the community in this way that they pass on the thanks of the Council.  The Chairman announced that, regretfully, Councillor King would not be standing for re-election to the Council in May and thanked Councillor King for his support and enthusiasm as a councillor.

7. Governance Statement.  It was unanimously resolved to approve the Governance Statement for the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for the year ending 31 March 2109.    

8. Defibrillator.  It was noted that:

a. There are two possible alternatives to gain grant funding towards the purchase of an external defibrillator for the community:

i. A submission to the British Heart Foundation which would, if successful, result in a grant of £600.

ii. A submission to the Breckland Council which would, if successful, result in 50% funding.

b. Before any purchase a location with access to an electrical power supply will need to be identified. 

9. Planning Applications:
a. 3PL/2017/0768/F – Willow Bank, Main Road – Erection of 3 terraced houses – Undecided.

b. 3PL/2017/0997/Var – Persimmon Homes – Variations of conditions C7, C9 and C14 on pp 3PL/2012/1093/O – Undecided.

c. 3PL/2017/1001/Var – Persimmon Homes – Variations on conditions C7, C9, C13 and C15 on pp 3PL/2015/0928/F – Undecided.
d. 3PL/2015/1180/O – 40 dwellings to west of Chalk Lane – Undecided.

e. 3PL/2019/0217/F – Ash Tree Barns – extended use for corporate events and wedding receptions.  After a lively discussion, in which the views of residents most affected by this application were listened to, it was unanimously resolved to ask Breckland for a site meeting prior to any decision being made and to object to the application  on the following grounds:

i. The site is immediately adjacent to a working cattle farm and any extension to the number of corporate events and wedding receptions is likely to cause unacceptable and unreasonable disturbance to the working life of the farm.

ii. The council is not convinced that the proposed parking areas will be sufficient for the numbers expected to attend any weddings or corporate events; this would result in parking on the narrow access road. 
iii. The proposed parking areas are immediately adjacent to 2 private dwellings and would cause unreasonable disturbance to the occupiers.

iv. The access road is not suitable for the expected volumes of traffic.

v. Narford Road is not suitable for the expected volumes of traffic.

vi. Nearby residents already have to cope with late night noise and disturbance from functions held on the site; to subject them to further significant disturbance is, we consider, unacceptable.

10. Correspondence.  There was no correspondence to be brought before the Council. 

11. Reports. There were no reports on attended external meetings.

12. Finance.  The following invoices were unanimously approved for payment:

a. D J Burchell – Clerk’s salary for March - £288.60.

b. HMRC – PAYE for March - £72.00

c. Westcotec Ltd – Lighting Maintenance January to March - £167.79

d. Narborough w Narford PCC – Centre Hire - £36.00

e. D J Burchell – Petty Cash (purchase of 3 x padlocks and stamps) - £50.00

f. Norfolk Association of Local Councils – Spring Conference - £55.00.

13. Village Matters:

a. Ship Inn Junction.  Councillor Collins asked if the pot holes at Ship Inn junction have been reported to Highways – the Chairman advised he believed that they were noted during a village walk around by the Highways Engineer accompanied by Councillor Williams – he would ask Councillor Williams to confirm that this is the case.

14. Next Meeting.  It was noted that the next meeting will be on Monday 13 May.

The Meeting Closed at 8.40pm 
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