MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NARBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 3 APRIL 2017 IN THE CHURCH CENTRE BEGINNING AT 7.30pm
Present:


Mr A Brinsdon


Chairman


Mr D Williams JP


Vice Chairman


Mrs R Green



Councillor


Mr M King



Councillor


Mr P Wilkinson


Councillor & Breckland Councillor

Also In Attendance:


Mr P Smyth



Norfolk County Councillor


One member of the public


Mr D Burchell


Clerk to the Council
1. Apologies.  Apologies were accepted from:

a. Councillor J Collins.

b. Councillor S Davey.

2. Minutes of Meeting Held on 6 March 2017.  The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 6 March 2017 were unanimously approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the meeting.

3. Declarations of Other Registrable Interests.  Declarations of Other Registrable Interests under the Breckland Code of Conduct were declared by:

a. Councillor Wilkinson – Items 10a and 10b.

b. Councillor Green – Item 9.

4. Public Participation.

a. County Councillor.  Councillor Smyth noted that the public libraries inn Norfolk will be closed on Good Friday, Easter Sunday and Easter Monday, and that the opening times of Recycling Centres in the county are changing.

b. District Councillor.    Councillor Wilkinson advised that the ‘Green Light’ had been given to Breckland Council, in cooperation with Town and Parish Councils, to identify unsightly and unsafe buildings in the area in order that appropriate action might be taken to make them safe.  He also advised that Breckland Council Street Scene are arranging for the paths in the village, including School Alley, to be swept clean of fallen leaves etc.

5. Chairman’s Announcements.  There were no Chairman’s announcements.
6. Welcome Pack.  The final draft of the Narborough Parish Welcome Pack was approved with a few minor additions and it is anticipated that the first copies will be delivered to new residents in the Chalk Lane development later in the month.

7. Governance Statement:

a. The Governance Statement for the Annual Return for the Financial Year ending 31 March 2017 was reviewed and found to be compliant.

b. It was unanimously resolved to approve the Governance Statement for the Financial Year ending 31 March 2017.

8. Bus Shelter:

a. It was noted that the Council has been granted £1,467.50 by the Parish Partnership towards the installation of a bus shelter in the layby opposite the northern Eastfields/Marham Road junction. 
b. It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor King and unanimously resolved to complete arrangements for the installation of a bus shelter in the layby opposite the northern Eastfields/Marham Road junction.

9. Purchase of Play Equipment:

a. It was noted that:

i. The Sport & Play For All Steering Group have recommended using the grant of £1200.00 from Breckland Council/Norfolk Community Fund for the purchase of 3 Play Panels designed for the 2 to 5 year old age group.  This is addition to the Tango Seat Swing already purchased.

ii. The cost of the Play Panels is £2048.00 ex Vat and the cost of the Tango Swing was £354.50 ex VAT giving a total of £2402.50 ex VAT.

iii. The Steering Group has raised £120.00 towards the purchases.

iv. The Village Fair Committee (Community Centre) have resolved to donate up to £1000.00 towards the purchases.

b. After a brief discussion it was thought appropriate that the Parish Council Match Fund the Village Fair donation; both organisations thus donating £550.00.

c. It was proposed by Councillor Williams, seconded by Councillor King and unanimously resolved to donate £550.00 towards the purchase of the three Play Panels and the Tango Seat Swing, as recommended by the Sport & Play For All Steering Group.
10. Planning Applications:

a. 3PL/2016/1084/HOU – Aggro Palace, Swaffham Road – construction of 11/2 storey detached dwelling to replace existing modular/mobile home – decision awaited.

b. 3PL/2017/1081/WAR – Pentney Bowls & Leisure Club – removal of reference to holiday accommodation from 3PL/2013/1463/F – application withdrawn.

11. Correspondence:

a. RAF Marham – Information Update Event – Tuesday 25 April – Clerk to publish.

b. Norfolk ALC - Norfolk Local Councils Conference, 7 July – no attendees from Council

c. Breckland Council – Town & Parish Council briefing, Elizabeth House – 6.30pm, 11 May – Clerk and Councillor Williams to attend, Councillor Wilkinson attending as Chairman of Norfolk ALC.

12. Reports:

a. Norfolk ALC.  Councillor Wilkinson advised that as a result of strong objections from some Norfolk based Clerks and intervention from the Norfolk ALC the national meeting ha of the ALC had deferred the introduction of the model contract for Clerks.

13. Finance.  The following invoices were unanimously approved for payment:

a. D J Burchell – Clerk’s salary for March – £280.00

b. HMRC – PAYE for March - £69.80

c. Westcotec Ltd – Lighting maintenance Oct to Dec 2016 - £167.79

d. B Rayner – Honorarium Independent Internal Auditor - £60.00

e. Norfolk Association of Local Councils – Annual subs – £212.62

f. CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd – Spray Closed Churchyard paths - £36.00

g. CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd – Spray Extended Churchyard paths - £36.00

14. Village Matters:

a. Doctor’s Surgery.  Councillor King noted that the Narborough branch of the Manor Farm Medical Centre had recently been closed on a Tuesday; this could be causing problems for patients who post their repeat prescriptions through the surgery door.

b. Unserviceable Street Lights.  Councillor Wilkinson noted that two lights opposite the school in Denny’s Walk are unserviceable; one is permanently on the other off.  Clerk to investigate and report.

c. Post Office/Shop Signs.  Councillor Wilkinson stated that new residents are getting confused because of the Post Office/Shop signs advertising the presence of the closed village shop.  Clerk will investigate as to whether the signs can be temporarily covered.

d. Dogs Inside Children’s Play Area.  Councillor Green noted that she has on several occasions seen parents allowing their dogs inside the children’s play area.  Councillor Brinsdon said he would bring this to the attention of the Community Centre Management Committee and arrange to have appropriate ‘No Dogs In Play Area’ signage installed.

e. Junction Eastfields/Marham.  Councillor Williams advised that the northern Eastfields/Marham Road junction is in a very poor state following work by a utilities company.  The Clerk will request that highways investigate.
15. Next Meeting.  It was noted that the next meeting is on Wednesday 3 May.  Items for the agenda will include:

a. Election of Chairman

b. Election of Vice Chairman

c. Allocation of Councillors’ Posts

d. Approval of End of Year Accounts

e. Approval of Annual Return 
The Meeting Closed at 8.10pm
INTENTIONALLY

BLANK
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