MINUTES OF A MEETING OF NARBOROUGH PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 3 OCTOBER 2016 IN THE CHURCH CENTRE BEGINNING AT 7.30pm
Present:



Mr A Brinsdon

Chairman 



Mr D Williams JP

Vice-Chairman



Mr J Collins


Councillor



Mr S Davey


Councillor



Mr M King


Councillor



Mr P Wilkinson

Councillor & Breckland Councillor

Also in Attendance:



Mr P Smyth


Norfolk County Councillor



Mr D Burchell

Clerk to the Council

1. Apologies.  Apologies were accepted from Councillor Mrs R Green – close family member undergoing operation.

2. Minutes of Meeting Held on 5 September 2016.  The Minutes of the Meeting held on Monday 5 September 2016 were unanimously approved and signed as a true and accurate record of the Meeting.
3. Declarations of Other Registrable Interests.  Councillor Wilkinson declared an Other Registrable Interest in Items 11a to 11h under the Breckland Code of Conduct.

4. Public Participation.  It was unanimously resolved to suspend Standing Orders to allow the County and District Councillors to address the Meeting.

Standing Orders Suspended at 9.31pm
County Councillor:

Recycling Centres are now on Winter Timetable.

District Councillor:

Developing on line payment system for Garden Waste Scheme to include Credit Cards and Direct Debit.

Bid submitted to Arts Council for a 3 year rural touring arts programme to target older people at risk of isolation – programme to commence in 2017 subject to funding.

Standing Orders Reinstated at 9.36pm
5. Chairman’s Announcements.  There were no Chairman’s announcements.

6. Street Light.  It was noted that the grant funding bid had been submitted to Breckland Council and should be heard by the Cabinet on 24 October.

7. Parish Partnership.  It was noted that:

a. The Highways Engineer had given approval, in principle, for the locating of a shelter at the lay-by opposite the northerly Eastfields junction.

b. A shelter would cost, a minimum, in the region of £3000 ex VAT.

c. An estimate of installation costs awaited from the supply companies contacted.
8. CPRE - Housing Targets.  It was not possible to address this item as the letter from CPRE concerning Housing Targets was still in circulation and had not been brought to the Meeting.

9. Breckland Local Plan:

a. It was noted that:

i. No additional development was to take place until 2036 except for the already proposed site for 40 dwellings to the south of the Chalk Lane development and that this development was to be phased to take place from 2016 onwards.

ii. Site Reference LP[065]003 – The Church Allotments – incorrectly referred to the site as a designated open space - this despite the Council, when replying to the Open Space Review, advising Breckland that the land was privately owned by the Church of England.  
b. It was agreed that the Clerk would use the consultation to again advise Breckland that Site Reference LP[065]003 cannot be designated as an Open Space as it is privately owned by the Church of England.

10. Precept Consultation:

a. It was noted that:

i. The government is prepared to extend the referendum principle for increases in council tax to all parishes.  This would mean parishes having to hold a referendum if they wish to increase significantly their precept to cover the financing of a major project or to cover the cost of a reduction in the level of tax support grant passed on by principle authorities. 
ii. Councils taking on devolved services or wishing to prepare a neighbourhood plan would invariably have to increase their precept to cover these costs and would therefore have to hold a referendum.
iii. A referendum would still have to be held even if the Council had the full support of a village consultation for expenditure on a particular project.  

iv. The cost of a referendum is expensive and would probably be disproportionate to the council tax increase.
b. It was unanimously resolved that the Council would reply to the Precept Consultation highlighting the above points.

11. Planning Applications:

a. 3PL/2015/1180/O – Outline application for erection of 40 new dwellings at Chalk lane – Undecided.
b. 3PL/2015/1192/O – Outline application for retail buildings at Chalk Lane - Undecided

c. 3PL/2016/0458/HOU –River Croft, River Close – extension to bungalow to include attached garage - Undecided.
d. 3PL/2016/0900/HOU – 14 Swaffham Road – Upper floor extension – Permission granted

e. 3PL/2016/0881/F – Willow Bank – erection of 3 terrace houses after demolition of existing bungalow – undecided.

f. 3PL/2016/0982/CU – Narborough Road, Pentney Village Leisure & Bowls Club – change of use of agricultural to extend existing caravan park – Undecided.
g. 3PL/2016/1072/VAR – Land off Low Road, Narford – condition 8 on 3PL/2013/1739/F to extend temporary permission from 25 to 30 years – No objections.

h. 3DM/2016/0008/DEM – Demolition of 1 to 3 Lower Farm Cottages – no objections.

12. Correspondence:

a. Norfolk County Council – proposed provision of raised tables, 20mph Speed Limit Zone and footway improvement along Denny’s Walk.

13. ​Reports:
a. Swaffham SNAP.  Councillor Wilkinson advise that Narborough had been given priority for extra police attention for the second month running.

b. Norfolk ALC.  Councillor Wilkinson reminded the Meeting the Autumn Conference will be held on 10 November at a cost of £45.00 per delegate and the Norfolk ALC AGM on 26 November.

c. Community Centre.  Councillor advised that the Community centre management Committee and the Social Club were joint financing the installation of additional and improved CCTV cameras to give extended coverage of Community Centre building.
14. Finance.  The following invoices were unanimously approved for payment:

a. D J Burchell – Clerk’s salary for September - £280.00
b. HMRC – PAYE for September - £69.80

c. CGM Group (East Anglia) Ltd – Churchyard spraying x 3 - £194.40

d. Westcotec Ltd – 3 months x lighting maintenance - £167.79

15. Village Matters:

a. Drop Kerb – Westfields.  Councillor Collins advised that a drop kerb on the north side of the Westfields junction had been damaged by contractors.  The Clerk would advise the Highways Engineer.  

b. Corner House.  Councillor Wilkinson advised that following tree works by UK Power the owner of Corner House had been approached by some residents regarding uncollected off-cuts.  This was considered, at this stage, to be a matter between the owner of the Corner House and UK Power.

c. Playing Fields.  Councillor King asked whether the Community centre Management committee were aware that Dog notice at the Eastfields entrance to the Playing Fields had once again been removed.  Councillor Brinsdon said that the Committee were aware and were trying to a more secure system for displaying the notices as continual replacement was proving an expensive business.
d. Eastfields Junctions.  The Clerk advised he had had a site meeting with the Highways Engineer regarding the state of the two Eastfields junctions along Marham Road.  The engineer had advised that resurfacing was too expensive an option but that the Clerk should monitor both areas for pot holes and report any direct to the Highways Engineer for immediate rectification. 

e. School Alley - Hedge.  The Clerk had written to the occupiers of Booth Close requesting they trim back the hedge bordering School Alley on the school side of the alley.  To date there had been a limited response with no action taken on the section of hedge from 2 Booth Close to Denny’s Walk.  The meeting agreed that consideration may have to be given to requesting TT Garden & Domestic Services for a quotation to cut this portion of the hedge as it seemed unclear who is directly responsible for its maintenance.

f. School Alley – Maintenance.  The Clerk was awaiting a reply to a letter to the Head Teacher suggesting that Narborough CofE Primary Academy and the Parish Council take on joint responsibility for the general maintenance of School Alley.
g. 78 Eastfields.  A letter had been sent to the owner of 78 Eastfields requesting that at the end of the flowering season he trim back the lavender bushes in his front garden that are obstructing the public footway.  No reply has been received or action taken to date; the Clerk will monitor the situation.
16. Next Meeting.  The next Meeting will be held, on Monday 7 November.  Items for the agenda will include:

a. Arrangements for wreath laying at Aerodrome Memorial on 11 November.

b. Arrangements for Remembrance Sunday

The Meeting Closed at 8.25pm
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